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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY -— ONE OF OUR BEST IDEAS 


by Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian 
and Assistant Commissioner of Education for Libraries 


In his provocative new book, Guides to straight thinking, Stuart 
Chase deals with "the logic of everyday living, of common sense, of get- 
ting the facts and figuring out what they mean and how best to deal with 
them." I should like to suggest a syllogism that I believe has special 
meaning for our times, It is: 


The American public library is the great meeting place of ideas. 
America is the land of ideas, And one of our best ideas is the American 
public library. 


The library is a vast storehouse of learning, free to all, It is 
free to use = that is, you don't have to buy a ticket or pay to get in, 
This is a simple economic fact, It is an efficient community arrangement. 


But the library is free in another and greater sense, It is without 
controls, Nobody is compelled to read anything. Each reader is free to 
make his own selection -=- to read what he wants, when he wants, as fast 
as he wants, as much or as little as he wants, No reader has to wait for 
a class, for a lecturer, or for a syllabus, I do not mean to deprecate 
the work of our schools and colleges, but I do want to emphasize the con- 
trast. 


The library reader typifies the rugged individual of the intellec- 
tual world. He can go ahead on his om, Often the library user is an 
enrolled student, pursuing a course of reading. I am in favor of that. 
The library is an indispensable adjunct to the course of study. The 
average course nowadays requires a good deal of library work. To take 
a course of study, you may have to use the library. But you are free to 
use the library without the course, The course requires the library but 
the library does not require the course, 


The library is free in the sense that you can 
"take it or leave it." Because the library is free 
in this sense, it must be free from forces that 
would destroy it. It must not be the instrument of 
propaganda for a way of life that does not believe 
in free public libraries, Yet we must remember that 
we cannot destroy these forces just by ignoring 
them. We must expose them to light where, like 
ghosts, they will fade away in the sun. 
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Thought control is an alien process, totally out of place in the 
American way of life, The censor's heavy hand must never stop us as 
American citizens from reading books of our own choice, The library may 
have some books which personally I do not like or which some one of you 
may not like, But you have a right to the ones you like and I have a 
right to the ones I like, I don't have a right to say that you should 
read only the books I like, Nor can you say that the library can stock 
only the books you like, 


But don't treat the library, or its books, like a fire engine, to 
be used only in emergencies, Think of it rather as a vast reservoir, 
waiting for you to turn on the faucet, The knowledge is there; all you 
have to do is to help yourself. But books have an individuality, not 
found in gallons of water or lumps of coal. When I stoke my furnace, 
any shovelful of the thousands of lumps will do. But of thousands or 
even millions of books, only the ones you want or need will do. Thus 
our book collections must be highly systematized and organized. Every 
book should be exposed on a shelf, not buried in the bottom of a pile. 
And books must be in subject order, so that you can compare and choose 
them easily and quickly. Thus a good library building is simply a good 
machine for the care and display of books, and for the accomodation of 
readers, 


A book, too, is essentially a mechanical device, It is a convenient 
way of making, preserving and distributing those little marks called the 
alphabet in which we put our thoughts, It is traditional to print black 
letters on white paper - why, I do not mow, It is more work for the eye 
to see and comprehend the white paper- around the black letter than it 
would be to see the white letter against the black background. Black is 
essentially invisible. If you get enough of it, you cannot see anything. 
I suppose black on white is just a habit. I prefer white on black, but 
I see little hope of changing. 


The way a book is bound, tied together at one edge, is a great con- 
venience, You can dig in at any page immediately. This is not possible 
with the ancient scrolls, or long rolls of white paper. To me there is 
nothing sacred about the physical form of the book as we commonly know 
it. Certainly we have many beautiful books, made by hand or by machine, 
Books are pleasing in their present form, But when the Preacher wrote 
"Of making many books there is no end," he was thinking of a different 
kind, Cicero, who wrote a classic on the love of books, never saw such 
as we have nowadays. We have learned to put many pictures in books and 
how to duplicate them accurately and rapidly. We have learned how to 
make good paper that will last almost indefinitely -- although we seldom 
use such good paper, We have learned to squeeze books down to microscopic 
size. Some we put on rolls of film called microfilm, This is done photo- 
graphically, and the usual page occupies less than a square inch, Even 
@ newspaper page can be reduced photographically to such small size, And 
a roll of film represents a big pile of daily newspapers that will soon 
crumble into dust, 


I like to think of a good moving-picture film as just another form 
of book, Some of our better and really serious films are certainly handy 
packages of information, effectively and efficiently presented. The 
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trouble with the use of informational films is indicated by the vocabulary 
that surrounds them. They are "documentary" or "audio-visual." We think 
of them as gadgets. No film can be shown unless there is a large and rep- 
resentative audience, In the State Library in Albany there are a number 
of books about Indians or American history that are worth a hundred dollars 
apiece because of their age and rarity, Yet we do not hesitate to let a 
serious reader sit down and read one of these for hours at a time, Many 
films cost no more, but does anyone know of a library where a single 
reader can obtain a film to look at by himself? 


New, crisp books are nice to have in hand. But most library books 
are meant to wear out. The best test of the selection the librarians have 
made is the rate at which the books are used and wear out. If they don't 
wear out, they will get old and die anyway (with the exception of the 
classics), for the information they contain will become obsolete, The 


average best seller is forgotten after a few years, and then nobody wants 
it. 


Statistical studies have shown that the most used books are the newer 
ones, that half the usefulness of a public library is in books less than 
ten to 12 years old. No library can remain static. New books must come 
in, in a constant stream, And the old ones might just as well be throw 
out. Think of the physics and chemistry books of a decade ago, before 
the atomic bomb! Every year as many as ten per cent of a library's books 
may become obsolete and out of date. They should be discarded, and the 
budget should provide for the purchase of new ones to take their place, 


This is the age of distribution, and books are no exception, Li- 
brarians are constantly seeking more and better ways of distributing 
books. We must keep our costs down and make our books work harder, Few 
libraries can afford to buy books that only one reader will ever be likely 
to use, Such books must be kept available in pools that will serve a 
number of libraries, We call this integration of libraries in larger 
units of service. Your library is one of a chain across the State, And 
back of you is the State Library that I hope you will feel free to call 
on for out-of-the-way material. Public libraries particularly are pooling 
their books and services, Chemung county, Clinton and Essex counties, 
Erie, Monroe with Livingston and Wayne counties, and Schenectady county, 
now have such programs, : 


I have said much about the form of books but little about their con- 
tents. Let me remind you that books are among the most powerful weapons 
of war. They do not destroy people and buildings, like bombs, but they 
do shape our minds. Long before dictators begin to drop bombs, they burn 
books and draw curtains across bookshelves, In your library and in all 
our libraries, we have copies of some of the books that have been burned. 
One way to help fight the never-ending war of ideas is to read those books 
and to tell others about them, We are arming ourselves for the intellec- 
tual battles of the present and the future to preserve our way of life. 

I believe that the clash of ideas is the greatest fight we shall wage in 
the years to come, Even now we are at it - and the public library will 


help us to victory. 
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ieee Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


*Alsop, E.B., ed. The greatness of Woodrow Wilson, 1856-1956, 
Rinehart. $3.95. 

Prepared for the Woodrow Wilson Centennial, chapters by distinguished 
leaders deal with the personality and philosophy of our 28th Presi- 
dent. Photographs. Biographical outline, bibliography, notes, append- 
ixes, B or 92 
Woodrow Wilson; a great life in brief, by J.A. Garraty (Knopf. $2.50. 
B or 92) is an absorbing account of the development and career of an 
uncompromising idealist. Index. 

Woodrow Wilson and the politics of morality, by J.M. Blum (Little, 
$3.50. B or 92) skilfully interprets the relation of Wilson's 
character and training to the intricate problems of government, Note 
on sources, index, 


Auden, W.H., ed. The Criterion book of modern American verse, 
Criterion Bks, $5. 

An interesting Introduction prefaces this fine selection from the 
work of 81 representative American poets, Indexes, $11.5 


Barnes, E,W, The man who lived twice; the biography of Edward 
Sheldon, Scribner, $5. 

The life story of a dramatist who, though totally disabled, had a 
remarkable influence on visitors to his bedside. Photographs, 
Index, Introductory chapter by Anne Morrow Lindbergh. B or 92 


*Barnouw, Erik, Mass communication: television, radio, film, press; 
the media and their practice in the United States of America, Rine- 
hart, $4. 50. 

Meaty, up-to-the-minute volume on the history, psychology, media and 
Sponsors of mass communication. Illustrated. Bibliographies, index. 808 
The age of television; a study of viewing habits and the impact of 
television on American life, by Leo Bogart (Ungar. $6.50. 791.4) is 
an important review of the social implications of TV. and its effect 
on other media, Tables, Bibliography, index. 


“Beatty, Morgan. Your nation's Capital. Farrar. $3.50; $1.50 paper. 
Unusual "combination of preliminary briefing on the seat of the Fed- 
eral government before a visit, a helpful aid during the visit and a 
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ready reference thereafter." 917.53 


Blackwood, Easley, Blackwood on bidding. Bobbs-Merrill, $2.95, 
Beginners, intermediates and advanced players will benefit greatly 
from this lucid explanation of the Dynamic Point Count system for 
progressive bidding, illustrated by typical hands, 795.4 


Botkin, B.A., ed. New York City folklore, Random. $5. 

Ingenious collection concerned with "legends, tall tales, anecdotes, 
stories, sagas, heroes and characters, customs, traditions and say- 
ings" (subtitle), conveying the essence and diverse facets of the 
rapidly changing city. Photographs, Index. 398 


aie” L.J. & others, Color guide to home decoration, Sterling. 
$12.50. 

Handsome folio with photographs in full color and black and white 
showing the designs of 20 leading interior decorators, accompanied 
by explanatory text. Index. (A nice gift to the library). 747 


Brant, Irving, James Madison: the President, 1809-1812. Bobbs~ 
Merrill, $6.50. | 

Fifth volume in the scholarly, readable series presenting a fresh 
portrait of our fourth President. Photographs, Notes,index, B or 92 


YP ‘*Buhl, Hermann, Lonely challenge; tr. by Hugh Merrick, Dutton. $5. 


R 


The solo conqueror of the Himalayan peak, Nanga Parbat, modestly de- 
scribes early climbing experiences, training as a mountain guide and 
the superhuman achievement that climaxed the 1953 Austro-German ex- 
pedition. Photographs, Glossary, index, 796.5 


YP *Carmer, C.L., ed. Cavalcade of America; the deeds and achievements 


RH 


of the men and women who made our country great. Crown, $4.95. 
Representative prose sketches based on the "Cavalcade of America" 
radio series point up our historic development. Quarto, with many 
photographs, some in color, Appendix, index, 973 


Cather, W.S. Willa Cather in Europe; her own story of the first 
journey. Knopf. $3. 

Fourteen travel sketches written in 1902, with an introduction and 
incidental notes by George N. Kates, add to our understanding of the 
great American novelist. 914 


YP *Churchill, Sir W.L.S, A history of the English-speaking peoples, 


R 


v. 2, The new world. Dodd. $6. 

Continues the vivid narrative begun in The birth of Britain (1956), 
tracing significant events of the years 1485-1688, Maps, genealogical 
table, Index. 942 


Cohn, D.L. The life and times of King Cotton, Oxford Univ. $5. 
A thoroughly absorbing, human narrative depicting the rise of our 
cotton culture and its future in the light of new use of synthetic 
fibers. 338.17 


Cole, William, & Robinson, Florett, eds, Women are wonderful! a 
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history in cartoons of a hundred years with America's most contro- 
versial figure, Houghton. $5, 

Attractive, well-arranged quarto, paying tribute to the American 
woman "from the heart by way of tke fuinybone.” 741.5 


Day, B.F. Girzzlies in their back yard. Messner, $3.95. 

The true story of Jim and Laurette Stanton who left Seattle in 1919 
for the wilderness of Northern British Columbia which they still con- 
sider "paradise" after nearly 40 years, B or 92 


YP “Durrell, G.M. The drunken forest, Viking. $3.75. 

RH The author of The overloaded ark spent six months in South America 
with his wife collecting zoological specimens and here enthusiasti- 
cally recounts the "lighter side" of the expedition which a political 
revolution cut short, Drawings. 591.98 


Fraser, Sir Ian, ed. Conquest of disability. St Martin's. $5. 
"Inspiring accounts of courage, fortitude and adaptability in con- 
quering grave physical handicaps" (subtitle), by people of varied 
backgrounds, Portrait frontispiece. 617.3 


Gleason, George. Horizons for older people. Macmillan, $2.95. 

A retired Y.M.C.A. secretary stresses the need of church groups for 
the aging and gives practical advice on their organization and on 
personal security, health, housing, recreation and hobbies, Helpful 
material in appendixes, 259 


YP *Green, B.S.W, Being and believing. Scribner. $2.50, 

RH Interpreting the Apostles’! Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sermon on 
the Mount and the Ten Commandments, the Rector of Birmingham, England, 
points up "some of the facts which Christians ought to believe, and 
some of the ways in which they ought to behave," 


Hahn, Emily. Dismond; the spectacular story of earth's rarest treasure 
and man's greatest greed. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Some unusual information and adventures are retailed with verve and 
perspicacity. Endpaper map, Index. Appeared in part in The New 
Yorker, 622,38 


Heth, E.H, The wonderful world of cooking, Simon & Schuster. $3.95. 
Suiting his food to the seasons, a Wisconsin native finds delight in 
using delectable recipes which he generously shares in this different 
sort of cook book, Drawings. Index. 641.5 


YP “Hughes, Langston, & Meltzer, Milton. A pictorial history of the 

RH Negro in America, Crown, $5.95. 
From the Negro's origins in Africa to the desegregation decision of 
1954, this carefully prepared quarto shows in photographs and text 
his contribution to the U.S.A. and future direction, Major works 
consulted, 325.26 


Institute for Religious and Social Studies, Jewish Theological Sem- 


inary of America, Religion and social work; ed, by F.E. Johnson. 
Harper. %3. 
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Addressed to both ministry and lay readers, this symposium affords 
a valuable "perspective on the social welfare activities of American 
churches and synagogues." Index, 261.8 


YP *Kimbrough, Emily, Water, water everywhere, Harper. $3.75. 

RH With three "forty-plus" companions of former travels, the author 
toured Greece and the Aegean islands, returning via Yugoslavia and 
England and this is the regaling, informative account of their event- 
ful six-month trip, Maps, drawings. 914.95 


McCardell, Claire, What shall I wear? the what, where, when and how 
much of fashion, Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 

Breezy, sensible talk on gay, functional clothes for the American 
woman, Illustrated, 646.3 
Dress well on $1 a day, by Bea Danville (W. Fumk. $3.65. 646.3) 
gives detailed suggestions and budgets for maintaining that "essen- 
tial chic," Figures, 


Mackenzie, Sir Compton, My record of music, Putnam, $5. 

The distinguished English novelist writes of his early introduction 
to music and his founding in 1923 of The Gramophone, a monthly re- 
view, which has continued to carry news of recordings and their 
creators, Photographs. Index, 780.073 
Opera as drama, by Joseph Kerman (Knopf, $4.50. 782) is an interesting 
discussion of the work of the great musical dramatists as "an art- 
form with its own consistency and intensity, and its own sphere of 
expression." Index, 


YP *Masterton, Mrs. Elsie, & Masterton, John. Nothing whatever to do. 
RH Crow. $3.50. 
How a New York lawyer and his bride, undaunted by the failure of 
dreams for a successful ski area, developed their Vermont acres into 
the famous Blueberry Hill resort makes an engaging story. Drawings. 
Recipes, 647.9 


Millay, E. St. V. Collected poems, Harper. $6. 

Definitive assembly of the distinguished American poet's work, ex= 
cluding plays, translations and childhood verse but adding 16 poems 
not previously published in book form. 811.5 


Millis, Walter, Arms and men; a study in American military history. 
Putnam. $5.75. 

Readable "brief review... in relation to its political and social 
implications." Note on sources, index, 973 
Men in arms; a history of warfare and its interrelationships with 
Western society, by R.A. Preston and others (Praeger. $6.50. 909) is 
a comprehensive, authoritative survey from the Greek phalanx to the 
atom bomb. Maps, drawings. Bibliography, index, 


Moore, R.E. The earth we live on; the story of geological discovery. 
Knopf. $6. 

Describing scientific discoveries from earliest times,this lively 
book traces the evolution of our present world. Photographs, draw= 
ings. Bibliography, index. 550.9 
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In The earth beneath us, by H.H, Swinnerton (Little. $5. 551), a 
British scientist presents a clear, well-written review of geological 
history for the layman. Drawings. Index. 

$3.95. 597.46) is 
a stirring description of the search for a fish which supposedly had 
been extinct for 50 million years, Photographs, figures, Bibliography, 
index. 


Murray, Pauli. Proud shoes; the story of an American family. Harper. 
$3.50. 

An unusual record, superbly told, of mixed heritage and a tradition 
of pride and resourcefulness stemming mainly from a Negro grandfather 
who had fought in the Civil War and taught school, 301.451 


O'Callahan, J.T. I was chaplain on the Franklin, Macmillan, $2.75. 
Moving account of the recovery of the U.S.S. "Franklin" from violent 
enemy air attack near Kobe, Japan, in 1945, due to wderstanding 
leadership, marked bravery and religious faith, Appendix, 940.54 


Palmer, A.J. Riding high; the story of the bicycle. Dutton, $5.95. 
Describing the evolution of the bicycle from the original 1816 model 
to its present form, authentic pictures and text entertainingly re- 

create the sporting and social life of a bygone era, 629,22 


a P.A, & Patton, Martha, Freedom from money worries, Citadel. 
3.50. 

Citing case histories, a family financial counselor suggests in every- 
day language plans for "solving modern financial frustrations and in- 
creasing the living value of money earned." Charts, Index, 332 
How to be a woman of property; a practical guide to investment by 
Mrs. H.G. Palmer (Holt. $2.95. 332.6) advises women of large or 
small incomes how to use their "surplus money" for further profits. 

A business of your ow, by T.P. Murphy (McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 658) tells 
in down-to-earth terms "how to select, finance, and start it success- 
fully" (subtitle). Index, 


YP *Raitt, Mrs. Helen, Exploring the deep Pacific. Norton, $3.75. 


RH 


PR 
H 


The only woman aboard a geological survey ship that cruised the 

South Pacific, the wife of the Senior Physicist describes the daily 
routine of the expedition and pleasant visits with the friendly na- 
tives of the beautiful islands. Maps, photographs, Bibliography.508.96 


Rowse, A.L. The early Churchills; an English family, Harper. $6.50. 
Traces gracefully and faithfully the history of a West Country family 
of yeoman-farmer stock from the time of Charles I until the death of 
Sarah Churchill, first Duchess of Marlborough, in the reign of George 
II. Genealogical chart, photographs, Notes, index, B or 92 


Sabine, Mrs. E.S, American antique decoration, Van Nostrand. $6.95. 
Inviting quarto, giving explicit guidance to amateurs, collectors and 
restorers of antiques, Numerous photographs and drawings, Index.747 


Schachtel, H.J. The life you want to live, Dutton. $2.95. 
With warmth and understanding a Texas rabbi tells conversationally 
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"how to attain a life which is profoundiy satisfying, mature, enjoy- 
able, spiritually rooted." 248 


*Sloane, Eric, American yesterday. W. Funk, $3.95. 
A most attractive small quarto "about our national attic of vanishing 
ways and obsolete occupations," illustrated by the author. 917.3 


*Spectorsky, A.C., ed. The book of the sky. Appleton, $10. 

The book of the moun- 
tains, this handsome anthology of ancient and modern literature cap- 
tures "some of the fascinating aspects of man's relation to the sky." 
Photographs, drawings. 808.8 


Thomas, Howard, Tales from the Adirondack foothills, Prospect Bks.$3. 
Delightful collection of historic, sometimes humorous, anecdotes, 
stories and biographical sketches that convey the flavor of upstate 
New York north of the Mohawk Valley from Amsterdam to Rome, 917.47 


Van Paassen, Pierre. A pilgrim's vow, Dial. $4. 

Fulfilling a vow "to walk over the roads where Jesus walked in my 
bare feet," the noted author tells of his wusual journey which is 
made particularly meaningful with rich historical and religious back- 
ground, 915.69 


Villiers, A.J. Posted missing, Scribner. $4.75. 
"The story of ships lost without trace in recent years" (subtitle), 
dramatically told and based on official records, Maps, Index, 910.45 


“Waugh, E.W, Second consul; the Vice Presidency: our greatest polit- 
ical problem, Bobbs-—Merrill, $3.75. 

Timely discussion of this important office, its history and the urgent 
need for reexamination of its potentialities, Notes, sources, 353.03 


*Welch, J.N, & others, The constitution, Houghton, $3.75. 

Using the actual words of our American founders, this nicely printed 
small quarto presents in text and photographs the Constitution Se- 
ries, given on the Omibus television program in the spring of 1956, 
Appendixes, cast of characters. 342.73 


Wilson, C,H. A teacher is a person, Holt. $3.75. 

Frank, thought=provoking autobiography by the Superintendent of 
Schools in Highland Park, Illinois, who has many interesting comments 
on our educational system. B or 92 
Tales of a teacher, by Mrs. B.S. Nathan (Regnery. $4. B or 92) recounts 
with humor and understanding experiences in country and grade schools 
in California during 30 years, deploring the present tendency toward 
administrative domination. 


Wilson, Edmund. A piece of my mind;reflections at sixty, Farrar.$3.75. 
Ten essays, some previously published, contain autobiographical side- 
lights on the noted writer, who states his views on divers themes ,814 


Wriston, H.M. Diplomacy in a democracy, Harper. $2.50. 
Wise consideration of our foreign policy and public opinion. 327.73 
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Fiction 


Boros, Eva, The mermaids, Farrar. $3.50. 

Budapest, 1936, is the setting for a haunting, sensitive short novel 
in which Aladar, a businessman whose wife has left him, meets by 
chance a lovely young girl whom he later visits at a tuberculosis 
sanitorium where he falls under the subtle spell of an unreal world, 


*Bridge, Ann, pseud. The lighthearted quest, Macmillan, $3.75, 
Seeking her cousin, Colin, attractive and astute Julia Probyn, jour- 
nalist, travels through various sections of Africa, meeting strange 
personalities and danger, in this bright, entertaining story. 


Grun, Bernard, The golden quill. Putnam, $4.50. 

This biographical novel in the form of the diary of Mozart's older 
sister provides a vivid picture of the musician and his career as well 
as of European court circles in the late 18th century. 


Hammond-Innes, Ralph. The wreck of the Mary Deare. Knopf. $3.75. 
Boarding the freighter, "Mary Deare," John Sands tells of the conspir- 
acy and mystery that haunt her Captain in this graphic, dramatic sea 
story. 


Y *Harris, John, Close to the wind, Sloane, $3.50, 
With a strange youth aboard their outmoded fishing boat, an Italian- 
Australian family flee Sydney and the law and this is the moving, 
absorbing tale of their ill-fated voyage through the South Seas, 


YP *Leland, J.A. Othneil Jones, Lippincott, $3.75. 

R Flavorsome, exciting historical novel about young Neil, part Cherokee, 
who, fighting with Marion's men, learns that he can live happily any- 
where=--especially after finding his true love, Sally. 


YP *Llewellyn, Richard, Warden of the Smoke and Bells. Doubleday, $3.75. 

RH Centering on young Franc, zealous guardian of Assisi, this charming, 
medieval romance tells of the town's reactions to the arrival of Marco 
Polo's retinue from Cathay. 


Raddall, T.H. The wings of night, Doubleday. $3.75. 

On a visit to his native Nova Scotian town, broody Neil Jamieson, now 
32, relates his resentments, his early love and strange involvement in 
a manslaughter case which is happily resolved in an intensely interest- 
ing novel with vivid descriptions of the region, 


YP *Sullivan, Richard, The three kings, Harcourt, $3.50, 

RH How the Magi, stopping at Herod's palace, en route to Bethlehem, re- 
sisted the wily King's attempts to detain them and followed the star 
to the Christ Child, makes a delightful "imaginative extension" of the 
Nativity story. 


YP *West, Rebecca, pseud. The fountain overflows, Viking. $5. 

R The musical, Scottish mother and unpredictable, Irish father of a brood 
of four come alive in this rich, beautifully written, turn-of-the- 
century novel of remembered childhood and the interplay of personal- 
ities. Appeared serially in Ladies’ Home Journal. 
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A WINTER TALE 


Andersen, Hans Christian, "The Snow Queen" in his Fairy tales, 
Grosset, $1.50. 


Who can forget the inimitable Andersen's winter tale of Kay, Gerda, 
and the Snow Queen? (5-7)# 


Bell, Thelma Harrington. Snow, Viking. $2.50. 
Snow, its helpfulness, beauty, and dangers, is described in an 
interesting manner, Excellent illustrations, (3~7) 


Dodge, Mary Mapes, Hans Brinker; or the silver skates, Grosset, $1.50. 
A picture of Holland for all seasons; and yet the winter flavor of 
fun on ice, (5-8) 


DeAngeli, Marguerite, Petite Suzanne. Doubleday. $2.75. 

A Christmas present creates a fine climax for this beautifully 
ca tae - well-written story of Suzanne and her French-Canadian 
home. (4 


Hylander, Clarence J, Out of doors in winter, Macmillan, $2.75. 
A fine portrayal of the very much alive world of nature during the 
"dead" winter months. (5-9) 


Lawson, Robert. The tough winter. Viking. $3. 
Uncle Analdas' prediction of a hard winter proves to be true as the 
animals on Rabbit Hill struggle to stay alive. (3-6) 


Lenski, Lois, Prairie school, Lippincott, $3. 

A sudden appendicitis attack in an isolated schoolhouse during a 
North Dakota great blizzard creates a never forgotten scene of winter's 
danger, (4-7 


Mason, Van Wyck, Winter at Valley Forge. Random, $1.50. 
A fine retelling of the heroism of George Washington and his army, 
snowbound at Valley Forge. (6-9) 


Sawyer, Ruth. Roller skates, Viking. $3. 
A wonderful picture of New York, from fall to spring, during the 
'90s, told through the eyes of 10-year-old Lucinda. 


Steele, William 0, Winter danger. Harcourt. $2.25. 

An ll<year~old's trek through the forest, alone, shows the fortitude 
and courage needed by all pioneers who helped expand our frontiers. 
(4-7) 


*Figures in parenthesis are approximate grade levels 
where books will be enjoyed the most, 


Barbara D. Block, Librarian, Dobbs Ferry Elementary School, for the 


Children's and Young People's Section, NYLA; Mabel B, Bell, Chairman, 
Book Committee. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S, Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Can we depression-proof our economy? Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, Washington 6, D.C. 1956. 28p. 50¢. 


Lewis, J.P, Reconstruction and development in South Korea, (Planning 
pamphlet no.94) National Planning Association. 1606 New Hampshire 
Ave., N.W. Washington 9, D.C. Dec, 1955. 110p. $1.50. 


Murden, F.D. Underdeveloped lands Revolution of rising expectations 
(Headline series no.119) Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 345 E. 
46th St oe New York 17 * Sept . -Oct . 1956 e 70p. 35¢ . 


Other hearts in other lands; American farm youths visit Israel, 
Anti-defamation League of B'nai Brith, 515 Madison Ave., New York 22, 
June 1956. 21 op. 50¢. 


Our South American partners; the story of ow Latin American relations, 
Department of State publication 5604, Inter-American series 49, 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. Dec, 1954. 48p. 25¢. 


Please attach photographs: the results of a survey on job discrimination 
against college students because of race, religion or national 
origin, Midwest Regional Committee on Discriminations in Higher 
Education, Room 1810, 343 South Dearborn St., Chicago 4, Ill. 

1955 13. =p. 10¢. 


Shaffer, H.B, Trading stamp boom, (Report vol.1, no.22) Editorial 
Research Reports, 1011 Twentieth St., N.W. Washington, D.C. 


Stevens, G.G, The Jordan river valley. (International concilation 
no.506), Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, United Nations 
Plaza at 46th St., New York 17, Jan. 1956. p.226-83. 25¢. 


Tiedemann, Arthur, Modern Japan; a brief history, (Anvil original 
no.9) Van Nostrand Co., Inc, 250 Fourth Ave., New York 3, 1955. 
192p. $1.25. 


Webb, R.R. The new Britain, (Headline series no.114) Foreign Policy 
Association, Inc, 345 E. 46th St., New York 17, Nov.-Dec. 1955. 
6lp. 35¢. 
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AUDIO-VISUAL SUGGESTIONS FOR LIBRARIES 


From the Bureau of Audio and Visual Aids 
New York State Education Department 


OFF THE RECORD 


ecause history, both national and international, is comparatively 
easy to re-create through either archives of recorded broadcasts and 
events or through dramatic interpretation based on fact, there is a wide 
and increasing variety of audio materials dealing with both government 
and American history, Because any too inclusive list will not be an 
effective guide in the selection of materials to be used in libraries 
and schools, the list which follows has been broadly screened. The re- 
cordings listed are in use in schools and are considered suitable not 
only for home listening but also for instructional purposes under appro- 
priate professional guidance in libraries or at group meetings. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 


Prelude to Pearl Harbor London Records 

I Can Hear It Now-Volume I Columbia Records 
(1933-1945) 

I Can Hear It Now-Volume II Columbia Records 
(1946-1948) 

I Can Hear It Now-Volume III Columbia Records 
(1919-1932) 

I Can Hear It Now-Volume IV Columbia Records 
(Winston Spencer Churchill) 

I Can Hear It Now-Volume V Columbia Records 
(David Ben-Gurion) 

I Can Hear It Now-Volume VI Columbia Records 
(Gamal Abdel Nasser) 

The Confederacy Columbia Records 

You Are There-The Battle of Gettysburg Columbia Records 

Then Came War-1939 World Book Company 
(Narrated by Elmer Davis) 

Town Meeting -- A Twenty Year Cavalcade Heritage Records 
America's Town Meeting of the Air- 

This Is the UN Tribune Recordings 

Mr, President —- F.D.R. to Eisenhower RCA-Victor 

Voices of Freedom ~- 1901-1950 Educational Services 

Historic Record of World War II -- 1939-1945 Historic Records Company 

Jeffersonian Heritage National Ass'n of Edu- 

cational Broadcasters 

Voyages of Christopher Columbus Enrichment Materials 

Landing of the Pilgrims Enrichment Materials 

California Gold Rush Enrichment Materials 

Riding the Pony Express Enrichment Materials 

Paul Revere and the Minute Men Enrichment Materials 

Our Independence and the Constitution First Enrichment Materials 

Building the Transcontinental Railroad Enrichment Materials 

Wright Brothers Enrichment Materials 

Explorations of Pere Marquette Enrichment Materials 
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Lewis and Clark Expedition Enrichment Materials 
Monitor and Merrimac Enrichment Materials 

Lee and Grant at Appomattox Enrichment Materials 
Pocahontas and Captain John Smith Enrichment Materials 

The Winter at Valley Forge Enrichment Materials 

Daniel Boone Enrichment Materials 

Sam Houston, the Tallest Texan Enrichment Materials 

The Louisiana Purchase Enrichment Materials 
Pirate Lafitte and the Battle of New Orleans Enrichment Materials 

Mr. Bell Invents the Telephone Enrichment Materials 

George Washington Carver Enrichment Materials 

Ben Franklin of Old Philadelphia Enrichment Materials 

Lincoln and Douglas: The Years of Decison Enrichment Materials 

The Panama Canal Enrichment Materials 

Robert Fulton and the Steamboat Enrichment Materials 

Citizens in Action Audio Classroom Services 
People in Politics 

Citizens in Action Audio Classroom Services 
Parties and Politics 

American Government Audio Classroom Services 
1. Legislative 

American Government Audio Classroom Services 
2. Executive 

American Government Audio Classroom Services 
3, Court and Constitution 

Ballads of the War of 1812 Folkways Records 

Ballads of the Civil War Folkways Records 

Ballads of the Revolution Folkways Records 


This list is intended only as a helpful guide in selecting materials 
for your collection, The Bureau of Audio and Visual Aids of the State 
Education Department is happy to give you more detailed sumaries of any 
titles which particularly interest you. 


The State Education Department does NOI maintain a loan library of 
audio and visual materials. Requests for records should be made to your 
local record dealer. 


Max U, Bildersee 


(Reprints of this list are available on request to The Bookmark, 
Room 329E, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York) 
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AUDIO-VISUAL SUGGESTIONS FOR LIBRARIES 


From the Bureau of Audio and Visual Aids 
New York State Education Department 


The American Ideal of Freedom and Self-Government 


The following 16 mm, sound motion picture films represent a cross 
section of the many films pertaining to this topic, Immediately following 
the title appear the running time, the producer of the film and the date 
of production. Following the summaries are sources from which the films 
may be obtained on a rental basis, unless otherwise stated, This Depart- 
ment does not have any of the films in this list. 


Communism - 10 minutes - Coronet Films, 

Questions dealt with include: What is commmism? How does commmism 
threaten us, ow values and our way of life? Why has it become such a 
dangerous force in the modern world? 

Sources: A.M.N.H., Ideal, Syracuse, 


Communism - 32 minutes - United States Army. 

The history of communism, its totalitarian characteristics and how 
communists operate in the United States. 

Source: U.S. Army. (loan) 


Democracy = 11 minutes =- Encyclopedia Britannica Films, 
Explains the nature and meaning of democracy. Defines and describes 
democracy's two unique characteristics -~- shared respect and shared power, 
Sources: Association, Ideal, Syracuse. 


Due Process of Law Denied = 29 minutes - 20th Century Fox, 

Adapted from the feature film, "Ox-Bow Incident." Pictures the 
kind of unlawful trials which were sometimes held in the early days of 
the West. Presents dangers of denying due process of law, 

Sources: A.M.N.H,, Association, Syracuse, 


Justice under Law = 30 minutes - 20th Century Fox, 

Emphasizes the ideal of justice under American law, Stresses the 
importance of weighing evidence carefully to prevent mob hysteria and 
to protect the individual's rights. 

Sources: A.M.N.H,, Association, Syracuse, 


Living under Law - 17 minutes (color) - Michigan State Bar Assoc. 

Presents what it means to "live under law." The importance of and 
the contributions made by members of the legal profession, New York 
State. (loan) 


Political Parties - 10 minutes - Coronet. 

Shows the relationship of political parties to the individual and 
how the institution of parties is dependent upon popular approval. Work 
of party mechanics is illustrated. 

Sources: A.M.N.H., Ideal, Syracuse, 
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Pressure Groups = 20 minutes =~ Encyclopedia Britannica Films, 
Explains what pressure groups are, Shows how, when democratically 
used, they are a necessary instrument for decision making in a democracy, 
Sources: Ideal, Syracuse, 


Social Revolution ~ 17 minutes = Encyclopedia Britannica Films, 
Traces social changes in the last two centuries. Contrasts con- 
structive or peaceful methods of change with destructive or violent 
methods. 
Sources: Ideal, Syracuse, 


Some People Stayed Home - 9 minutes - Paramount Pictures Corp. 

Excerpted from the feature film, "The Great McGinty." Satirical 
presentation of the machinations of a corrupt political machine to elect 
its candidate. Points out necessity for citizens to vote at each election, 

Sources: A.M.N.H., Association, Syracuse. 


You the People - 21 minutes - Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 

Presents the operations of a corrupt city political machine, Methods 
of coercing people, stuffing ballot boxes, and persuading citizens that 
voting is futile, . 

Sources: A,M.N.H., Association, Syracuse, 


Sources 


A.M.N,H. = Department of Education, American Museum of Natural History, 
Central Park West at 79th Street, New York 24, New York. 


Association = Association Films, Inc,, Broad at Elm, Ridgefield, New 
Jersey. 


Ideal - Ideal Pictures, 233-39 West 42nd Street, New York 36, New York; 
or 1558 Main Street, Buffalo 8, New York. 


N,Y,S. - New York State Bar Association, 90 Washington Ave., Albany 10, 
New York. 


Syracuse - Educational Film Library, Syracuse University, Building D 7 
Collendale Area, Syracuse 10, New York, 


U,S, Army - Signal Officer, lst Army, Governors Island, New York 4, New 
York, 


Paul T,. Williams 


(Reprints of this list are available on request to The Bookmark, 
Room 329E, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York) 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 







ize 


Nai 













= 






Prepared by 


Evelyn E, Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 





These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books, 


BIOGRAPHY 






Allen, Steve. The funny men, New York, Simon and Schuster, 1956, 
279p. 791.4 A429 


Chanler, Julie (Olin), From gaslight to dawn, an autobiography. New 
York? 1956 413p. 299 Zedc 


Kolb, Annette, Mozart. Chicago, H. Regnery Co., 1956. 299p. 
780.92 M93k8 


















Sekler, E.F, Wren and his place in European architecture, New York, 
Macmillan, 1956. 217p. 720.92 W94s4 








INDUSTRY AND MANAGEMENT 






Appley, L.A. Management in action; the art of getting things done 
through people, New York, American Management Association 1956 
382p. 658.04 A652 

















Fogarty, M.P. Personality and group relations in industry. London, 
New York, Longmans, Green 1956 3A4lp. 331.15 F655 









Hodges, H.G, Management: principles, practices, problems, Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin 1956 1703p. 658 H688 










Sutton, F.X. The American business creed by Francis X, Sutton and 
others Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1956. 4ldp. 
338.01 S967 





INSECTS AND BIRDS 


Bannerman, D.A, The birds of the British Isles; Edinburgh, Oliver and 
Boyd 1953-1956 v. 1-5 598.2942 qB219 


Friedlander, C.P. Insects and spiders; a book of keys with biological 
notes, by C.P. Friedlander and D.A. Priest. New York, Philo- 
sophical Library 1956 124p. 595.7 F911 
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LITERATURE 


Daiches, David. Critical approaches to literature, Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J., Prentice-Hall, 1956. 4O0dp. 801 D132 


Dolman, John, The art of reading aloud, New York, Harper 1956 292p. 
808.5 D665 


Hall, J.B, ed. The short story by James B, Hall and Joseph Langland, 
New York, Macmillan 1956 485p. 808.83 H177 


MAN, CULTURE AND SOCIETY 


Becker, Howard, Man in reciprocity; introductory lectures on culture, 
society, and personality. New York, F.A, Praeger 1956 459p. 
301.1535 B395 
Redfield, Robert. Peasant society and culture; an anthropological ap- 
proach to civilization. Chicago University of Chicago Press 
1956 162p. 323.33 R315 


Shapiro, H.L. ed. Man, culture, and society. New York, Oxford, Univer- 
sity Press, 1956. 380p. 572.082 S529 


Silva Mello, Antonio da. Man, his life, his education, his happiness. 
Translated from the Portuguese by M.B, Fierz New York, Philo- 
sophical Library 1956 7729p. 128 S586 


Woods, F.J. Cultural values of American ethnic groups, New York, Harper 
1956 4402p. 325.73 W894 


MARINE SCIENCE 


Davis, C.C, The marine and fresh-water plankton. East Lansing Mich- 
igan State University Press, 1955. 562p. 574.92 D261 


Guberlet, M.L. Seaweeds at ebb tide. Seattle, University of Washington 
Press, 1956. 182p. 589.3 G921 


MISCELLANEOUS 
American philosophy, Boston, Meador Pub, Co. 1956 260p. 917.3 A512 
Brophy, Arnold, The Air Force; a panorama of the Nation's youngest ser- 
vice. New York Gilbert Press; dist, by Messner 1956  362p. 
358.4 B873 


Burley, 0.E. Drug store operating costs and profits by 0.E. Burley 
and others, New York, McGraw-Hill, 1956. 549p. 658.916154 B961 


Clark, John, Hunza, lost kingdom of the Himalayas, New York, Funk & 
Wagnalls, 1956. 270p. 915.46 C593 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 
ee 


RRS 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York, 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Bitter flavor in carrots; 
II, progress report on field and storage experiments by John D. 
Atkin, (1956) 9p. (Bulletin 774, March 1956) 


*___ Insects and diseases of fruit nursery stocks and their control by 
F, Bs Gambrell and R. M. Gilmer. (1956) 50p. (Bulletin 776, March 
1956 


* _ Propagating fruit trees by Karl D, Brase. (1956) Alp. (Bulletin 
773, March 1956) 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Ithaca, The Operation of forced air 
mow-driers on New York farms 1956-1957 by M. P, Kelsey and B, F. 
Stanton. (1956) 25p. Mimeo, (A. E. 1040, October 1956) 


*CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 73rd, of the...and Civil 
service commission, 1955. (1956) 54p. (Legis Doc 1956 no, 100) 


# A Good man is hard to find, a good job is hard to get so let's get 


together, (1956) Folder. 
“COMMERCE, DEPT, OF, Annual report, 1955. (1956) 44p. 


* New York state and the atom; a new key to,..true conservation. 
(1956) (3p.) 


*EDUCATION DEPT, The Elementary school principal and director, (1956) 
16p. (Your school and staffing 6, Cooperative development of public 
school administration) 


* _ A Record of achievement, 1953-1956, final report. (1956) Unp. 
(Cooperative development of public school administration) 


* Scorecard for administrative morale, (1956) 16p. (Your school 


and staffing 3, Cooperative development of public school adminis- 
tration) 


*EQUALIZATION AND ASSESSMENT, BOARD OF, Summary of 1956 legislation 
relating to real property taxation, May 15, 1956. (1956) Ap. Mimeo, 
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*HEALTH, DEPT. OF, Foods for baby, (1956) Charts, 


HOUSING RENT COMMISSION, TEMPORARY STATE, People, housing and rent 
control in Rochester, (1956) 86p. 


*IMITATION FOOD PRODUCTS AND PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON, 


een 23, 1956. 1956. 97p. (Legis Doc 1956 
no. 


*INSURANCE DEPT, Analysis of practices in reporting and allocation of 
income and expenses by life insurance companies, report by deputy 
superintendent Adelbert G, Straub, Jr, to Hon, Alfred J, Bohlinger, 
superintendent of insurance, June 25, 1954. (1956) 38p. 


*INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON METHODS AND PROCEDURES, Glossary of 
administrative terms; adopted for uniform usage by the...September 
19, 1950 and January 10, 1955. (1956) 5p. 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the industrial commissioner, 1954. 
(1956) l16lp. (Legis Doc 1955 no, 88) 


*LEGISLATURE, Senate. Concurrent resolutions and laws creating or 
extending special joint legislative investigating committees and 
temporary state commissions existing or authorized as of April 23, 
1956, compiled pursuant to concurrent resolution adopted February 
29, 1956, 1956, 162p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 42) 


*MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT, OF, Annual wport for the year ended March 31, 
1954. 1955. 336p. (Legis Doc 1955, no. 90) 


— (ental health is for every day! (mental health calendar) (1957) 
12p. 


*NEW YORK STATE EMPLOYEES! RETIREMENT SYSTEM, Report of the Comptroller, 
35th, on the operation of the..,together with the report of the 
actuary on the 35th valuation of its assets and liabilities including 
an investigation of the mortality, service and compensation experience 
of members as of March 31, 1955. 1956. ‘Op. 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM, The Origin of spinel~emery deposits with par=- 
ticular reference to those of the Cortlandt complex, New York by 
Gerald M, Friedman, temporary geologist. (1956) 68p. (Bulletin 
no, 351; June 1956} 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE SERVICE. Insect damage and its pre- 
vention in wind-thrown saw timber by D. P, Connola, D. L, Collins, 
J. H, Bisley, W. W. Smith, (1956) 36p. (Bulletin no, 352, July 
1956) 


* _ Mammals and siphonapterous parasites of Rensselaer county, New York 


by Allen H, Benton and Richard F, Krug. (1956) 22p. (Bulletin 
no. 353, September 1956) 


“NEW YORK STATE TEACHERS RETIREMENT SYSTEM, Annual report, 1956. (1956) 
lip. 
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*PUBLIC WORKS, DEPT, OF, Annual report for the year 1955, (1956) 
208p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 91) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Soil erosion 
on Long Island-its control. (1956) 3lp. (Cornell extension bulletin 
968, September 1956) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Cookies 
for your community meals by Marie E. Knickrehm, Karla Longree, 
Shirley A, Felt; baking with New York state pastry flour, (1956) 
7p. (Cornell extension bulletin 970, September 1956) 


___. Quick breads and cookies by Mildred Dunn, (1956) 15p. 
(Cornell 4-H club bulletin 108, no, 2 in the Let's bake series) 


*TREASURY, DIV. OF THE, Annual report...for the fiscal year April l, 
1955-March 31, 1956. 1956. 37p. (Legis Doc 1957 no, 87) 


*WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD, Workmen's compensation law, rules and 
regulations promulgated thereunder; volunteer firemen's benefit law, 
pertinent provisions of the general municipal law and mental hygiene 
law. (1956 supplement) (1956) 83p. 


CURRENT SERIALS 


The following is a select list of current serials issued by State 
departments and agencies, For information as to availability contact 
the issuing agency at the address given, 


AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE, Senior citizens! 
newsletter. Senator Thomas E, Desmond, 94 Broadway, Newburgh, N.Y, 

COMMERCE, DEPT. OF, New York State commerce review, Monthly, 112 
State Street, Albany, New York. 

CONSERVATION, DEPT, OF. New York State conservationist, Bi-monthly, 
Broadway Arcade Building, Albany, New York, 

EDUCATION DEPT, Bulletin to the schools, Monthly except July and 
August, Education Building, Albany, New York, 

LABOR, DEPT. OF. Industrial bulletin. Monthly. State Office Building, 
Albany, New York, 

STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell University, 
Ithaca. Industrial and labor relations review, Quarterly. Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York, 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


GENERAL NEWS 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Edgar Tompkins 


Miss Jacobsen Retires: Edna L, Jacobsen, head of the 
Manuscripts and History Section of the New York State 
Library since December 1928, has announced her retire- 
ment in December, Miss Jacobsen, a native of Wiscon- 
sin, was formerly on the staff of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin in Madison, as Chief of its 
Division of Maps and Manuscripts. She will make her 
home at 11 South Lake Avenue, Albany, 

Miss Jacobsen is widely known for her scholarly 
work in her field, She was a charter member of the 
Society of American Archivists and served on its board 
of editors and a number of committees, She has been a member of the 
American Historical Association, the New York State Historical Associa- 
tion, a life member of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, a 
charter member of the Albany County Historical Association and helped to 
found the Hudson-Mohawk Library Association, She has been a member of 
the American Library Association and the New York Library Association, 
While at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, she was Assistant 
Editor of its quarterly magazine. 

She has contributed articles to professional periodicals including 
the English Journal and has read papers at meetings and conventions, 
Miss Jacobsen has assisted many authors in historical writings and crea- 
tive literature. In 1949 she assembled materials for the New York State 
Freedom Train Commission — and that is a very inadequate statement re- 
garding a very remarkable exhibit that reached almost every corner of the 
State + 

It would take much more space than we can devote to her to express 
proper and complete appreciation of her work in and for the State Library. 
I remember quite distinctly her arrival in the Manuscript Room on December 
5, 1928, as I happened to have been occupying the desk chair in that room 
during the latest of several hiatuses between appointees to the position 
she came to fill, Some of her predecessors had stayed for only brief 
periods; most of them had little interest in cataloging; and at least one 
of them hadn't recorded accessions, So Miss Jacobsen's occupation for 
some time was largely confined to creating records and catalogs, Aside 
from the fact that that is apt to be the surest way of getting acquainted 
with a collection, it is a very wearing job. Considering the masses of 
accessions that have come to her Section, during her 28 years of service, 
it is doubtful if her inadequate staff has been able to do more than keep 
rough records of them, Certainly she leaves things in much better shape 
than she found them, and the collection in accessible condition for the 
many exhibits called for, and its current use by historians. 

We wish for her a return to better health, and an enjoyable retire- 
ment. Joseph Gavit, Associate Librarian, Retired 

New York State Library 
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Staff Briefs: Henry G. Shearouse, Jr, has been transferred from Watertown 
where, for the past 14 months he has been Regional Librarian, to the Li- 
brary Extension Division to be Associate Library Supervisor in charge of 
field services, Mr, Shearouse came to the State Library from the Tift 
County Library, Tifton, Georgia, where he had served as library consult- 
ant. —- Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian, attended the meeting of the 
Western New York Chapter of the Special Libraries Association at the 
General Electric Research Laboratory at Schenectady on November 16, The 
meeting included a tour of the laboratory, its 24,000-volume library and 
a talk on the history of General Electric Research by Dr. Miles J, Martin, 
Manager of Research Information at the Laboratory. 


State Library Exhibits: During the month of December an exhibit, "Christmas 
Stories," is on display in the rotunda of the State Library, The exhibit 
features the first appearance in print of Clement C. Moore's "Visit from 
St. Nicholas" in the Troy Sentinel of December 23, 1823, and a first edi- 
tion of Dickens' "Christmas Carol." Also on display are copies and the 
original manuscript of "The Wee Trees' Christmas," by James W, Hatch, 
formerly of the Education Department staff, -—- An exhibit in observance 

of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Alexander Hamilton is being 
planned and will be formally opened on January 11, 1957, 


Nyquist Address Available: The State library is distributing to all college 
libraries in the State copies of Dr, Ewald B, Nyquist's address, "What 

Is Going to Happen to Our Colleges and Libraries in the Next Ten Years?" 
which he delivered at the College and University Libraries Section of NYLA, 
Anyone wishing a copy may obtain it by writing to the General Reference 
Section, 


Examination Date Set: Saturday, April 27, 1957, is the date set for the 
joint State certification and Civil Service examination for public li- 
brarians, Watch for further announcements. 


Professional Staff at White Plains: Mrs, Isabel Clark, Director of the 
White Plains Public Library, calls ow attention to an omission in our 
1955 statistics, which we wish to repair by noting that there are 13 pro=- 
fessional staff members in the White Plains system, 


New York State prisons and reformatories from the extension collection, 

now absorbed by other departments of the Brooklyn Public Library. Robert 
O'Toole, assistant director of education in the Correction Department, and 
Marion Vedder, Institution Library Consultant, had the assistance of staff 
and trucks from Sing Sing and Wallkill prisons in moving books from Brooklyn 
to their new locations for sorting and distribution, 


Council on Library Resources: A $5,000,000 grant from the Ford Foundation 
has been announced to support research and development of techniques and 
mechanisms to help solve some of the acute problems of libraries, Verner 
W. Clapp, the former distinguished Chief Assistant Librarian of Congress, 
has been named president and executive head, Gilbert W, Chapman, chairman 
of the National Book Committee, a trustee of the New York Public Library, 
and president of Yale and Towne, is chairman of the Council's Board. 
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National Book Committee Releases New Quarterly: A six-page photo offset 
publication devoted exclusively to events, conditions and projects that 
influence availability and use of books has just been issued for the 
eneral public as well as members of the Committee, Subscriptions at 


1,00 per year should be sent to: National Book Committee, 24 West 40th 
Street, New York 18, New York, 


ALA Notes: Len Arnold, director of the new ALA Public Relations Office at 
Headquarters, writes informingly on the purpose, objectives and functions 
of the Office in the November ALA Bulletin, -— "Operation Library," a 
Jaycee Class I program, has been made a national project, New York State 
Jaycees have also made this their No, 1 program for 1957, -=- Jack Dalton 
will direct the new ALA International Relations Office whose objective is 
to encourage American participation in the development of library services 
abroad, -—- Mary Helen Mahar has resigned as executive secretary of the 
American Association of School Librarians to accept appointment as Profes- 
sor of Library Science, Geneseo State Teachers College, — Awards totaling 
$30,000 will be made by ALA to the authors of books published in 1956 and 
1957 which "make distinguished contributions to the American tradition of 
liberty and justice," Inquiries and suggested nominations for the awards 
should be sent to: Robert B, Downs, Chairman, ALA Intellectual Freedom 
Committee, University of Illinois Libraries, Urbana, Illinois, — Nomina- 
tions are being sought for the 1957 Margaret Mann Citation Award, Informa- 
tion upon which recommendation is based should accompany nominations to 

be sent not later than January 1, 1957 to Chairman Norman L, Kilpatrick, 
Director, Florida State University Library, Tallahassee, Florida. -= An 
invitation is extended to all who are interested in joining the Library 
Periodicals Round Table of ALA, which in a short time has to its credit 
the quarterly "Newsletter," the "Directory of Library Periodicals," a 
"Manual for Library Periodical Editors" and survey of library periodicals, 
Send $1 to Elaine von Oesen, P.0. Box 2388, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by Jean L, Connor and I, Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 


Broome, Jane Stiles, director of Your Home Library of Johnson City has 
announced her retirement to take effect December 1, 1956, Miss Stiles 
has been with Your Home Library since shortly after its opening in 
1917 and head librarian since 1919, ~ Marcus A, Wright, director of 
Binghamton Public Library was elected vice-president of the New York 
Library Association for 1957. = Syracuse University is now presenting 
a beginning course in reference at the Binghamton Public Library. 
There are 27 registered for the course, a number which predicts the 
continuance of off-campus courses, 


Chemmg. The Steele Memorial Library of Elmira has begun its 1956-57 
film service to groups, 


Columbia, The North Chatham Free Library has begun construction on the 
long-awaited new building, 


Erie, Excavation is well under way for the new addition to the Orchard 
Park Free Library. The addition will provide two more rooms at the 
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side and rear of the present building. - The Brighton branch library 

of the Town of Tonawanda was dedicated on November 14. = The Western 
New York Library Association met in Depew on October 26, The program 
included a talk by Dr. William Chazanoff of Fredonia on "Books on New 
York State." The next meeting of the Association will be in the spring. 
William Bacon of Wellsville is chairman. 


Fulton. The Gloversville Free Library has been undergoing a major weeding 
of old and damaged books during the past month. 


Jefferson. The Black River Free Library has received a $500 bequest from 
the estate of Mrs, Maud McGruer, a former treasurer of the library 
board, 


Kings. Changes in the administration setup of the Brooklyn Public Library 
include: Margaret B, Freeman, for the last eight years Superintendent 
of Branches, became Assistant Chief Librarian; Milton S, Byam, recently 
Williamsburgh Branch Librarian, succeeded Miss Freeman in charge of 
work in the system of 50 branches, = Free Sunday afternoon film pro- 
grams have been resumed at the Brooklyn Public Library. 


Lewis, The Lowville Free Library reports redecoration throughout and new 
draperies at the windows, 


Monroe. On November § the Scottsville Library Association sponsored a 
program of scenes from standard operas, in cooperation with the Eastman 
School of Music, = The Friends of the Rochester Public Library held 
an open house at the library for new teachers in the Rochester public 
schools, 


Nassau. The work with schools program of the Massapequa Public Library 
will reach 2,00 Massapequa public school children and their parents 
this year, according to Virginia L, Moran, library director, = Plain- 
view Free Library was closed for a few days in October while moving 
to its new quarters, - The trustees, staff and Friends of the Peninsula 
Public Library, Lawrence, held a reception on November 11, Local 
authors were honored at this fifth anniversary of the library's 
opening. =- On November 11 Elmont and Stewart Manor Public Library ded- 
icated the new Elmont Memorial Library, The program included a memorial 
ceremony and unveiling of a dedication plaque. Board President, Mrs, 
Denby, accepted a key to the new building from the Board of Education 
of School District No, 16. The main address was given by Francis St, 
John, Chief Librarian, Brooklyn Public Library, 


New York, The New York Public Library celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Bernard Shaw with a commemoration exhibition in the 
Fifth Avenue building, Manuscripts, autograph letters, first and rare 
annotated editions, printings of the plays used at rehearsals and pro- 
grams comprise the exhibition, 


Niagara, The Lewiston Service Guild has conducted its annual campaign to 
raise $600 to be spent on books for the Lewiston Free Library, This 
year the campaign was conducted by letter rather than the customary 
door-to-door campaign. 
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Onondaga. The Fayetteville Free Library is celebrating its 50th anni- 
versary with the ringing sound of hammers and saws, The children's 
room is being enlarged and a porch is being envlosed to create a larger 
reference room. - Mary C, McCarthy is now head of the children's de-~ 
partment of the Syracuse Public Library. - Service to hospitals by the 
extension department of the Syracuse Public Library was the subject of 
a full-page illustrated feature in the Syracuse Post-Standard. 


Orleans. The Friends of the Orleans Libraries plan a December meeting, 
in cooperation with the Home Bureau, on Christmas customs and songs. 


ueens, Andrew Geddes has been promoted to the position of Chief of 
Extension Services of the Queens Borough Public Library. He was for- 
merly Administrative Assistant. Ruth Grotheer, former head of the 
Business, Science and Technology Division, and James McNerney, former 
branch librarian at Jackson Heights Branch, have been named Assistant 
Chiefs of Extension Services, 


Rensselaer. Trustees and friends of Valley Falls Free Library held an 
open house on November 18 for the library's 25th anniversary, 


Steuben, The Steuben Library Association fall dinner meeting in Wayland 
on October 25 was attended by 80 people, Among the commmities rep=- 
resented were Bath, Hammondsport, Savona, Howard, Addison, Corning, 
Hornell, Pulteney, and Campbell, From Yates County there were people 
from Dundee, Penn Yan and Rushville, Virginia Kirkus spoke on "In- 
vitation to Reading." Plans for a multi-county system were endorsed 
and a core committee under the chairmanship of Edward Barry, Corning, 
empowered to go ahead on the county plan, The Monroe Coumty bookmobile 
was exhibited. 


Suffolk, Each Saturday morning Lindenhurst Memorial Library holds a story 
hour, — Ground has been broken for the new Patchogue Library wing. 
The project is expected to take about six months to complete. The ex- 
isting structure will be completely renovated, so that the entire li- 
brary will be a modern, split-level structure. 


Tioga. The Coburn Free Library of Owego has dedicated a room as the 
"Dr, Louis D, Hyde Reference Room," 


Tompkins, Meetings of the executive committee of the county planning 
group were held in Ithaca on October 23 and November 13, A county-wide 
meeting was planned for November 19, Under discussion is a proposal 
for a county federated library system. 


Wayne. Wayne County Library System has issued a brochure to tell the 
story of its services and activities, 


Westchester, Friends of the Harrison Public Library are meeting to dis- 
cuss further moves towards the creation of a new library building, - 
This month the Mout Vernon Public Library has an exhibit of watercolors 
with a special local interest. The artist, Gifford Cochran, is the 
great grandson of Alexander Smith, founder of the carpet mills formerly 
located in Yonkers. 
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